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Abstract

Tallapaka Annamayya - a supreme devotee, a saint composer, a lyrical poet.
He composed and sang 32000 sankirtanas in the praise of Lord Sri Venkateswara.
He was born in Tallapaka village, Rajampet Taluk, Cuddapah district of Andhra
Pradesh in 1408. He, not only had attained the realm of salvation, but saw to it
that his whole family continued the legacy of total devotion and dedication. The
Tirumala Tirupati Devastanams (TTD) is putting great effort to propagate
Annamacharya sankirtans. In 1949 TTD started the death anniversary
commemorative celebrations of Annamacharya and in 1978, started the birth
anniversary celebrations. The TTD way back in mid 90’s was convinced that
selected numbers from Annamayya Sankirtanas shall be included in the list of
songs performed at various concerts commemorating Annamayya like Tyagaraja
Aradhanotsavam. The then executive officer instructed to this effect in writing to
the then Annamacharya project director Dr. Medasani Mohan. A committee
formed with experts and selected specialized and categorized seven sankirtanas.
The seven sankirtans have been compiled in to the form of a book by Sri G.
Balakrishnaprasad with notation. From then onwards it has become customary
include these songs into all celebrative concerts in the name of Tallapaka
Annamayya
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